CHAPTER IV

EARLY ELIZABETHAN POETRY

A MIRROR FOR MAGISTRATES

Texts

HHHIS famous book was designed originally as a continu-
JL ation of Lydgate's Falls of Princes (an English verse
paraphrase of Boccacio's Latin De Casibus Virorumlllustnum).
Whitchurch, the printer of the Edward VI prayer books,
planned an ed. of The Falls of Princes in Edward VFs reign
and he was advised by 4*many both honourable and wor-
shipful" to have it continued up to his own day. He com-
missioned William Baldwin (seep. 175) to produce the
continuations, but Baldwin, finding the work beyond Ms
powers, called in "divers learned men" to help him. The'chief
of these collaborators seems to have been George Ferrers.
When Edward VI died and Mary came to the throne,
Whitchurch, a zealous Protestant, went out of business and
sold his stock (including, presumably, the unfinished ed. of
The Falls of Princes] to two other printers, Tottel and Wayland
both of whom pub. edd. of Lydgate's poem in Queen
Mary's reign. Wayland also seems to have intended to
pub. with his ed. of 1554 the continuation by Baldwin and
his associates and actually printed it. In some extant copies
the following title page appears as folio xl of this ed.:
A memorial of suche Princes, as since the tyme of King Richard the
Seconde, have been unfortunate in the Realme of England* Londeni
In Aedibus Johannis Waylandi. On the verso of this title page
is his licence to print the book dated October 20, 1553.
The continuation however, was not pub. with this ed. as
permission was withheld by Mary's Lord Chancellor, Stephen
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